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Bethel  College  Administration  Building.  Our  Congregation  has 
worshiped  in  the  Chapel  of  this  building  and  used  its  classrooms 
as  Sunday  school  rooms  from  1897  to  the  present  time. 


The  First  Girls  Quartet.  Mrs.  C.  E.  Krehbiel,  the  tormer  Mary  Wirkler  (left  front),  her 
sister  Elizabeth  B.  Wirkler  (r.f.),  Mrs.  II.  J.  Kaufman,  the  former  Emma  E.  Goerz  (left 
rear),  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Isaac,  the  former  Helene  L.  Goerz  (r.r.),  Mrs.  C.  E.  Krehbiel,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Wirkler  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Isaac  were  charter  members  of  the  church.  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Kaufman  was  in  the  first  baptism  class.  All  are  still  living,  except  Mrs.  J.  P.  Isaac. 


OUR  CHURCH  - PAST  AND  PRESENT 


A Short  History 

of  the  Bethel  College  Mennonite  Church 


The  Bethel  College  Mennonite  Church  - unlike 
most  other  Mennonite  churches  - had  a unique  in- 
ception* Usually  a school  is  the  child  of  a church, 
hut  in  this  case  the  church  is  the  child  of  the 
school*  When  the  school  opened  in  1893?  there  was 
preaching  and  Sunday  School  in  the  College  Chapel 
and  adjoining  classrooms  for  the  students  and  those 
living  nearby,  under  the  direction  of  the  College 
President,  Cc  H*  Wedel,  and  the  business  manager, 
David  Goers,  his  associate. 

In  the  ensuing  years,  the  number  of  those  who 
worshipped  in  this  place  grew,  as  other  Mennonite 
families  from  the  surrounding  community  joined  them. 
Before  long,  there  was  considerable  discussion  about 
the  possibility  of  establishing  a church*  A meeting 
was  called  for  this  purpose  on  September  5s  1S97> 
at  which  time  it  was  agreed  to  organize  a church* 

C.  H.  Wedel,  David  Goerz,  and  G»  A.  Haury  were 
chosen  to  draft  a constitution*  This  draft  was 
submitted  on  September  23  and  adopted  with  but 
few  changes*  Later,  in  1913,  1925,  and  193^»  the 
constitution  was  revised.  More  recently,  there 
has  been  considerable  interest  in  bringing  the 
Church  Constitution  up-to-date,  and  some  revi- 
sions have  been  suggested,  but  have  not  yet  met 
the  approval  of  the  congregation. 
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On  October  31,  1897,  some  fifty-six  years 
ago,  nineteen  persons  signed  a ’’preliminary 
agreement”  and  on  December  12,  1897 » the  follow- 
ing names  were  entered  into  the  record  as  con- 
stituting the  charter  membership  of  the  congre- 


gation: 

1.  P*  Welty 
0.  A.  Saury 
J*  E*  Ruth 
Christina  Ruth 
Gussie  Ruth 
Christian  Wirkler 
Lizzie  Wirkler 
Mary  A.  Wirkler 
Lizzie  R*  Wirkler 
Henry  Martin 
Susie  K«  Martin 


Clara  K*  Haury 
David  Goerz 
Helene  Goerz 
Katie  Goerz 
R.  A,  Goerz 
Helene  L.  Goerz 
Cornelius  H.  Wedel 
Susanna  Wedel 
Abraham  Isaac 
Katharina  Isaac 
Ida  Y<  Lehman 


(Of  these  Charter  members  the  following  are  still 
livings  Gussie  Ruth  Krehbiel,  McPherson,  Kansas* 
Elizabeth  (Lizzi^  Re  Wirkler,  Los  Angeles,  Calif . 
Mrs*  Ida  Y«  Lehman,  who  lives  in  Illinois;  and 
Mrs*  Co  E.  Krehbiel,  the  former  Mary  A*  Wirkler, 
North  Newton,  Kansas.) 

In  addition  to  these,  Daniel  Ge  Koppes 
and  Katharina  G«  Koppes,  who  previously  had 
expressed  their  intentions,  but  whose  church 
letters  probably  failed  to  arrive  in  time 
for  the  December  12th  meeting,  and  G.  A. 

Lehman  and  Albert  C*  Groneman,  were  received 
into  the  membership  of  the  church  on  January 
16,  1898,  and  should  probably  be  added  to  the 
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list  of  Charter  members*  Fifteen  of  these  mem- 
hers  came  from  the  First  Mennonite  Church  of  Hal- 
stead, Kansas,  for  which  reason  it  is  often  spoken 
of  as  ?9Th©  Mother  Church. w 

The  newly  organised  church  was  immediately 
confronted  with  the  question  of  pastoral  car©* 
There  were  two  ordained  ministers  in  this  group, 
and  the  congregation  elected  both  of  them:  David 
Goerg  as  minister-in-oharg@,  and  C°  Ho  Wedel  as 
associate*  These  two  men,  along  with  Christian 
Wirkler,  algo  functioned  as  the  board  of  deacons . 
Neither  of  these  ministers,  however,  was  an 
@ider0  Consequently,  at  the  time  of  the  Lord0® 
Supper  and  Baptism,  m elder  from  a sister  church, 
usually  Bev*  Jacob  ToeW  of  the  First  Mennonite 
Church  of  Newton  wag  invited*  Because  of  this 
situation,  David  Go  ere  was  elected  elder  and  was 
ordained  on  September  17,  1893° 

The  next  step  taken  by  the  Congregation  was 
to  oMpdn  recognition  by  our  Conferences*  Iir.  the 
fall  of  1S9S  the  Western  District  Conference 
acted  favorably  upon  the  Congregation* g request 
for  admission  and  a year  later,  the  General 
Conference  accepted'  the  Bethel  College  Mennon- 
ite Church  into  its  membership. 

On  April  22 , 1900,  Bev.  David  Goerg  received 
thirteen  members  into  the  Church  by  baptism,  which 
was  the  first  time  that  this  sacred  rite  was  per- 
formed in  this  Church.  See -Appendix  I„  page 
for  a listing  of  the  class- 
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For  the  rest  of  the  decade  the  course  of 
affair®  ran  along  rather  smoothly  and  unevent- 
ful 1910,  however,  was  a crucial  year,  a© 
"both  ministers  who  had  served  so  faithfully 
were  taken  from  the  group*  Professor  C.  H. 

Wedei  died  on  March  2Bt  and  David  Goers,  because 
of  illness  sought  relief  in  traveling*  During 
the  next  two  years,  the  pulpit  was  occupied 
largely  by  the  brethren  who  taught  in  Bethel 
College*  The  matter  of  choosing  a successor 
'became  imperative  when  lev*  Goer®  resigned  in 
December  of  1911. 


Growth 

The  Bethel  College  Church  has  shown  a steady 
growth  since  its  beginning  in  1897* 


December  12,  1897  • • 

* * 22  members 

January  1,  190g  ***** 

• • 69 

n 

January  1,  1918  ,***.* 

n 

December,  1922  ***** 

• • 176 

11 

(25th  Anniversary) 

January  1,  192S  ***** 

ii 

January  1,  193$  ***** 

• • 325 

f* 

October  26,  1*7  ..... 

. . 485 

n 

(50th  Anniversary) 

Januaiy,  1 j 1948  . ...  . 

. . 500 

SI 

October  25,  1953  ..... 

• • 539 

SI 

C Cornerstone  Laying) 

These  figure®  do  not  include  associate  members* 
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Tb a growth  in  the  Sunday  School  department 
paralleled  that  of  the  Church  in  the  earlier 
period,  and  has  lagged  behind  the  membership  in 
recent  decades*  In  1898  there  were  seven 
teachers,  seven  classes,  and  a total  Sunday  School 
membership  of  10 6*  A decade  later  the  average 
attendance  was  ninety.  In  1920  the  average  atten- 
dance was  149  without  counting  students.  In  1928 
there  were  282  enrolled  in  the  Sunday  School, 
including  College  students,  and  in  1937  the  aver- 
age attendance  was  221*  In  1947*  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  year,  the  total  enrollment  was  37^, 
and  the  average  attendance  259*  including  college 
students,  while  in  1953  the  average  attendance 
was  296  with  a total  enrollment  of  4380  In 
1898  the  total  Sunday  School  collections  were 
$20.13*  Fifty  years  later,  the  total  collections 
were  $1,525*60.  In  1900  the  Sunday  School 
collection®  were  $49*18,  in  1936  they  were 
$143.33  1953  they  were  $2,658*33*  I& 

the  first  fifty  years  the  Sunday  School  collect- 
ion amounted  to  approximately  $20,000  and  in  the 
same  period  of  time  there  were  approximately 
390 9 000  individual  attendances  according  to  the 
report  which  J.  J*  Siemens  gave  at  the  5®^ 
Anniversary* 

There  ha®  also  been  considerable  growth  in 
the  area  of  finance  and  budgeting,  and  contribu- 
tions to  various  causes*  Here  it  is  difficult 
to  make  an  exact  comparison  because  of  inflated 
monetary  values  and  because  the  founders  were 
not  budget  conscious*  The  first  fiscal  report 
noted  that  $108*83  been  collected.  Twenty- 
five  year®  later  this  figure  jumped  to  $3?  3^5°  46 
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and  in  1947,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  year,  the 
total  collections  were  $41,248.20  of  which  $29,175*^ 
was  for  the  Building  Fund.  In  19 52  a total  of 
$60,227.07  was  collected  for  all  causes,  of  which 
$39,955-48  was  for  the  Building  Fund.  In  1923 
the  estimated  Budget  for  general  expenses  was 
$2,532.50,  in  1937  it  was  $2,593-00,  in  1947  it 
was  $4,910.00  and  in  195^  it  was  placed  at 

$8, 000.00c 


The  Ministry 


The  following  ministers  have  served  the 
Church? 


1897-1911 

1912-1925 

1925-1930 

1931- 1932 

1932- 1935 
1936-1941 
1942-1952 
1952  - 


. David  Goers,  with  0*  H. 

Wedel,  assistant^  and  others, 
c J0  f.  Kliewer  and  assistants 
. Henry  A.  Fast 
. J.  He  Langenwalter 
. J*  W.  Kliewer 
, J.  N*  Smacker 
. Lester  Hostetler  and  others 
. Harold  Buller 


A quids  glance  at  this  list  will  tell  the 
reader  that  daring  most  of  our  history  the  Bethel 
College  Church  has  been  a ”pulpit58  rather  than  a 
5Sparlsh.*3  Hot  only  were  our  ministers,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  strong  pulpit  men,  but  also,  being 
connected  with  the  College  in  the  early  period 
were  unable  to  devote  much  time  to  pastoral  work, 
and  even  in  the  pulpit  often  called  upon  others 
to  substitute  for  them  when  duties  took  them  out 
of  town.  This  tradition  was  broken  somewhat 
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in  the  later  years  of  J.  W.  Kliewer’s  early 
ministry,  and  in  particular  when  H.  A.  Past  was 
called  in  1925  and  allowed  a salary  of  $2,000. 

Another  glance  at  the  list  of  ministers 
will  indicate  that  they  have  "been  men  of  extra- 
ordinary stature  and  education.  David  Goerz 
was  an  active  General  Conference  worker  and  a 
moving  spirit  in  the  organization  of  the  Bethel 
Deaconess  Hospital,  the  Mennonite  Mutual  Insur- 
ance Company,  Bethel  College  and  the  Bethel 
College  Church.  G*  H.  Wedel  was  educated  in 
McKendry  College  and  in  the  Presbyterian  Semin- 
ary at  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey.  J.  W.  Kliewer 
graduated  from  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  Evan- 
ston, Illinois  in  1901.  H®  A®  Past  received  his 
B.  B.  degree  from  Witmarsum  Seminary  and  his 
Ph.  D.  from  Hartford.  Dr.  J®  H.  Langenwalter 
studied  at  the  theological  seminaries  of  Oberlin 
and  Hartford  as  well  as  at  Harvard  University, 
lev®  J.  N®  Smacker  received  his  B®  D.  degree 
from  Hartford;  and  continued  his  graduate 
studies  at  Oberlin.  lev.  Hostetler  received  his 
B.  D.  degree  from  Union  Theological  Seminary 
and  also  continued  his  graduate  studies  at  Ober- 
lin. Our  present  pastor,  Rev.  Bailer,  received 
his  advanced  degrees  from  New  York  Biblical  and 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary. 


Fiftieth  Anniversary  - October  26,  194? 

The  50th  anniversary  celebration  was  a mem- 
orable event  in  the  life  of  the  Church.  The 
weather  was  perfect  and  interest  and  attendance 
good®  Canon  Theodore  0.  Wedel  and  lev.  J.  N. 


12 


Smacker  spoke  and  numerous  reports,  including 
a History  of  the  Church,  were  given.  A fine 
spirit  of  fellowship  prevailed  and  it  was  hoped 
that  the  Church,  under  the  guidance  of  God, 
would  move  forward. 

During  a fifty  year  period  many  practices 
of  a church  change,  or  undergo  some  modification.. 
One  example  of  this  is  the  language  which  the 
Congregation  employed  in  the  worship  services* 
From  1897  to  1912  German  was  used  exclusively. 

The  years  from  1912  to  193^  may  he  considered 
the  period  of  transition,  with  the  Church  records 
being  kept  in  English  from  1918  on.  Since  1930, 
all  regular  services  have  been  in  English  except 
for  an  occasional  German  song,  and  one  German 
Sunday  School  class,  which  after  some  years  lapse, 
was  revived  again  last  fall. 

Another  illustration  comes  from  the  area  of 
Vacation  Bible  School,  which  began  in  189$  as 
German  Bible  School.  The  school  lasted  for  two 
months,  and  David  Ei chert  was  paid  $18.00  a 
month  for  teaching  18  pupils.  From  this  time 
o®,  tie  German  Bible  School  was  held  annually 
until  and  including  the  year  1926,  after  which 
time  it  was  discontinued.  However,  in  1953 
the  Christ ian  Education  Committee  helped  to 
organise  some  German  classes  with  Mrs*  Beatrice 
Duller  as  teacher,  and  a total  enrollment  of  over 
thirty  students.  Since  1925  our  Church  has  co- 
operated' with  the  Week  Day  Bible  School  movement, 
which  is  a release  time  arrangement  from  public 
school.  In  its  early  years,  Mrs.  Harvey  Ebersole 
was  in  charge  of  the  work  and  the  first  class 
was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C-  A.  building*  while 
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later  classes  were  held  in  some  of  the  down- 
town churches*  In  1936  a cooperative  unified 
plan  for  Week  Day  Bible  School  was  adopted  with 
14  churches  cooperating.  The  total  enrollment 
in  that  year  was  S96  and  included  the  student 
body  from  grades  2 to  g inclusive. 

Sometime  daring  the  thirties,  probably  around 
1935*  a number  of  Bethel  College  Church  families 
began  sending  their  children  to  the  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  School  of  the  First  Mennonite  Church  of 
Newton,  Kansas.  From  1943  to  1946  inclusive,  our 
church  cooperated,  in  an  official  way,  with  the 
First  Mennonite  Church  in  this  endeavor,  and  in 
1947  we  instituted  the  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School  program  here  at  North  Newton,  Kansas. 

The  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  has  been  an 
annual  affair  here  on  the  Campus  since  that  time. 

Other  innovations  which  came  during  this 
fifty  year  period  were  the  formation  of  a Sunday 
School  Committee  in  1912,  the  first  Social  Com- 
mittee in  1916,  the  introduction  of  individual 
communion  cups  on  July  12,  1912*  because  of  fear 
of  a tubercular  epidemic,  the  unified  service 
with  preaching  before  Sunday  School  hour  in  1936 , 
and  the  organization  of  Sunday  School  classes 
themselves  in  1919  with  the  formation  of  the  Men's 
Bible  Class  - a practice  now  generally  followed. 

The  fortunes  of  youth  work  and  of  the  choir 
have  varied  from  time  to  time*  The  former  began 
in  1893  with  the  opening  of  Bethel  College,  at 
which  time  there  was  formed  a Christian  Endeavor, 
or  " Juge ndve rein."  Later,  with  the  formation 
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of  the  Church,  this  organization  became  a Church- 
College  organization,  and  for  a decade  was  a 
thriving  organization,  then  it  lapsed  and  was 
revived  again.  In  1922,  Mrs*  J-  M.  Suderman 
organized  a Jr.  C.  E.  and  by  193^  there  were 
three  C.  E.  societies  in  operation.  Since  that 
tim%  the  fortunes  of  youth  work  have  varied  from 
a near  standstill  to  a rather  thriving  program, 
with  a healthy  interest  being  shown  in  the  matter 
at  the  present  time. 

The  choirt  too,  has  had  its  difficulties- 
In  the  early  years,  largely  through  the  efforts 
of  Prof.  B.  P.  Welty,  a choir  was  organized,  an 
organ  installed,  and  community  concerts  were 
givon.  In  1920  the  organ  was  revamped  and  in 
1936  it  was  enlarged  and  rebuilt  in  its  present 
form.  Although  there  have  been  times  when 
interest  in  the  choir  sagged*  there  is  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  matter  at  the  present 
time,  and  the  Church  has  both  a childrens  and 
adult  c4oir.  It  is  also  the  Congregation’s  good 
fortune  to  hear,  occasionally,  a number  of 
College  groups,  including  the  A Cappela  Choir, 
under  the  direction  of  Professor  Walter  H. 
Hohmann. 


Among  the  things  which  have  remained  reason- 
ably constant  during  the  past  fifty  years  is  the 
unselfish  devotion  of  the  women  to  the  Church, 
particularly  in  the  interest  of  home  and  foreign 
missions.  In  recent  years  the  interest  of  the 
women  in  relief  has  been  aroused  and  also,  to  a 
lesser  extent,  in  the  Seminary,  College,  and 
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Bethel  Deaconess  Hospital  and  Prairie  View  Hos- 
pital. The  Frauen  Naehverein  (Women5 s Sewing 
Society  - now  Women5 s Missionary  Society)  had 
its  inception  on  March  3>  1898  when  eleven  women 
met  at  the  home  of  Mrs*  David  Goers  for  this 
purpose.  The  following  officers  were  chosen  on 
that  day:  Mrs.  Christina  Huth,  president;  Mrs. 
David  Goerz,  vice-president;  Mrs»  C.  H.  Wedel, 
secretary;  and  Mrs.  Christian  Wirkler,  treasurer. 

Through  quilting,  knotting  comforters,  cro- 
cheting, knitting,  sewing  “buttonholes,  bazaars, 
food  sales,  serving  of  meals  in  the  basement  of 
the  ladies  dormitory  (Carnegie  Hall),  etc.,  the 
women  collected  $l,6lO.S6  in  the  first  twenty- 
five  years,  according  to  Mrs*  Clara  Haury, 
treasurer  from  1902  to  1916.  At  the  time  of 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Church  it  was 
reported  that  a total  of  $11,376°6^  had  been 
collected  in  the  period  between  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  fiftieth  anniversary,  making  a grand 
total  of  $12, 98J“  5^  UV  to  that  time. 

In  addition  to  the  Women5  s Missionary 
Society,  consisting  of  the  older  woman,  there 
are  today  two  other  societies.  There  is  the 
Mission  Study  Circle,  for  younger  women,  which 
was  organized  on  March  30,  193^>  with  28  charter 
members.  Mrs.  Galen  Koehn  served  as  the  first 
president.  There  is  also  the  Minnie  Beth 
Mission  Society  organized  in  194§  in  memory  of 
Miss  Minnie  Schmidt  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Voran. 

The  Minnie-Beths  consist  of  high- school  and 


i6 


college  girls,  and  is  the  junior  arm  of  the  Women*  s 
Missionary  Organization. 

In  addition  to  the  women's  organizations, 
the  Church  also  has  an  active  Men's  Brotherhood, 
which  was  organized  on  May  15,  193^*  A consti- 
tution was  adopted  at  the  same  meeting,  with 
29  charter  members,  and  August  Epp  was  elected 
the  first  president. 


The  Critical  War  Years 

Among  the  critical  periods  of  our  fifty 
year  history  must  he  listed  the  years  of  World 
War  I and  World  War  II,  and  of  the  Korean  con- 
flict. In  World  War  II,  for  example,  5^  men  were 
drafted  from  this  congregation,  of  which  20  went 
into  Civilian  Public  Service,  3^  went  1-A,  and 
3 went  I-A-0.  At  the  present  tima  there  are  at 
least  fifteen  fellows  in  service,  of  which 
13  are  in  PAX  or  I-W  service.  To  serve  the 
spiritual  needs  of  these  young  people,  to  uphold 
their  faith  and  maintain  their  interest  in  the 
Church,  and  to  support  C.  P.  S.  and  the  relief  work 
of  the  M.  C.  C. , taxed  the  faith,  strength,  and 
ingenuity  of  the  Church  to  its  very  core.  The 
Korean  conflict  has  brought  similar  problems 
though  on  a much  smaller  scale,  War,  peace, 
depression,  prosperity,  our  Church  has  seen  all 
these  vicissitudes  of  life  in  the  course  of  the 
last  fifty  years. 
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Unique  Church 

Our  Church  is  unique  in  that  it  is  a college 
church  and  hence  has  peculiar  problems  and  a 
heterogeneous  membership.  College  personnel 
has  often  formed  the  nucleus  of  our  membership, 
college  students  the  core  of  our  Sunday  School, 
the  College  Chapel  our  center  of  worship,  and 
the  College  president  furnished  pastoral  leader- 
ship, particularly  for  the  first  twenty-five 
years. 

The  heterogeneous  character  of  our  Church 
may  be  ascertained  from  Rev.  Hostetler  Ss  report 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  January  1,  1951°  Of 
the  291  families  represented  in  the  Church,  14 
or  approximately  5 sent  live  on  the  farm, 

84  live  in  Newton,  59  li've  in  ^orth  Newton,  and 
the  remainder  elsewhere,  in  the  region  from  New 
York  to  GalijEbrnia,  and  from  Texas  to  Canada, 
with  at  least  22  states  represented*  The  member- 
ship at  the  time  contained  25  ordained  ministers 
(Rev*  Co  E«  Krehbiel  used  to  allude  to  the 
Churches  good  fortunes  by  referring  to  the  fact 
that  originally  the  Church  had  2 ministers  and 
now  it  had  more  than  two  dozen),  8 medical 
doctors,  9 registered  nurses,  19  with  earned 
Ph.  D*  * s,  and  3 with  honorary  degrees.  In  all 
there  were  66  members  engaged  in  the  teaching 
profession,. 


Church- College  Relationship 

The  relationship  between  our  Church  and 
Bethel  College  deserves  special  attention.  From 
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the  very  "beginning  it  was  very  close  as  both 
ministers  of  the  school  served  our  Church  in 
the  same  capacity-  The  first  Church  Constitution 
had  an  article  on  the  ^YerMltnis  der  Gemeinde 
gum  Bethel  College- n After  the  death  of  Bev- 
Wedei  and  the  resignation  of  lev-  Goerz*  the 
general  arrangement  was  that  the  school  would 
provide  for  half  of  the  services  and  the  Church 
for  the  other  half-  In  1916  J.  W.  Kliewer  urged 
the  Church  to  secure  a man  who  could  devote  more 
time  to  the  spiritual  nurture  of  the  church- 
Pursuant  to  this}  the  Church  on  January  25*  1916, 
voted  to  pay  $500,00  toward  the  support  of  a 
past 02’  and  to  consult  with  the  College  Board 
as  to  the  best  means  of  caring  for  the  spiritual 
nurture  of  all.  It  was  not,  however , until 
Jo  W.  Kliewer  had  severed  his  connections  with 
Bethel  College  and  had  returned  from  a trip 
abroad,  that  the  Church  had  its  own  minister- 
This  was  in  1922-  With  the  coming  of  E*  A,  Fast 
in  1925  for  a salary  of  $2,000.00  the  Church 
secured  a minister  of  its  own  with  no  College 
connections.  Since  that  time  the  Char  eh  has 
provided  for  the  ministry  in  its  own  way-  Never- 
theless* the  question  remains,  what  should  "be 
the  function  of  tie  Church  pastor  in  relation 
to  the  College  students?  Should  he  teach  a 
course?  Should  he  conduct  Chapel  for  them  once 
a week?  Should  the  Church  think  of  the  student 
population  as  its  home  migsion  field,  that  is,  as 
its  peculiar  area  of  responsibility?  What  should 
the  Church  aspect  of  the  College  and  the  College 
of  the  Church?  What  should  the  Church  eapect  of 
College  students  and  vice  versa? 
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Some  answers  to  the  above  questions  were 
given  in  a statement  drawn  up  by  the  represent- 
atives of  the  Church  and  College  Board  on 
May  24,  1947*  The  statement,  which  was  drawn 
up  with  the  Church  building  program  in  mind, 
defined  the  relationship  in  terms  of  service  in 
a number  of  areas* 

House  of  Worship*— With  reference  to  the 
new  sanctuary  the  statement  declared  that  it 
should  provide  the  community  with  worship  ser- 
vices, special  services,  such  as  Lenten  meetings, 
and  possibly  one  weekly  chapel  service  for 
College  students*  The  small  Church  Chapel 
should  serve  the  Student  Volunteers  (S*  V- ) and 
the  Student  Ghristian  Association  (S.  C*  A.  The 
S*  IT*  and  8*  C*  A.  are  the  religious  organizations 
concerned  with  the  Christian  life  of  the  College 
student  body),  provide  for  small  weddings,  and 
serve  as  a room  for  individual  devotion  and  prayer* 

Christian  B ducat i on.  —The  Church  should 
cooperate  with  the  Ghristian  Education  Department 
of  the  College  in  the  educational  work  of  the 
Church,  including  the  College  community,  and 
should  continue  to  render  such  services  as  Vaca~ 
tion  Bible  School,  School  of  Peace  and  Missions, 
Bible  classes,  Scouts  or  their  equivalent,  music- 
education,  etc* 

Grounds  and  Buildings*— These  are  to  be  owned 
and  controlled  by  the  congregation,  but  should 
be  considered  a part  of  the  College  campus  in  so 
far  as  college  jurisdiction  over  college  students 
ig  concerned*  It  was  agreed  that  under  special 
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arrangements  the  Church  should  make  its  facili- 
ties, including  the  organ,  amilable  to  the 
College,  ”if  needed,  for  religious  instruction 
and  such  uses  as  are  in  keeping  with  the  purposes 
of  a House  of  God.  M 

Ministry. --It  was  agreed  that  in  calling  a 
minister,  % committee  of  the  church  represent- 
ing the  various  interests  of  the  community  in- 
cluding the  College,  would  he  created  which 
would  recommend  only  such  candidates  as  have 
adequate  training  for  the  work  and  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  purposeg  and  program  of  Christian 
education  at  Bethel  College. H By  mutual  agree- 
ment the  Minister  may  he  called  to  teach  one 
course,  or  might  he  listed  in  the  College  cata- 
logue. He  should  cooperate  with  the  College 
Director  of  Religious  Life. 


A Congregational  Home 

* 

As  indicated  previously,  the  Bethel  College 
Church  had  no  house  of  worship  which  it  could 
claim  as  its  own,  although  a parsonage  had  heen 
Milt  in  1937  at  2607  Minnesota  Avenue,  North 
Newton,  Kansas,  through  the  f ore  sight  edness  of 
some  of  its  members « A Chapel  on  the  third  floor 
is  a serious  handicap  to  aged  and  invalid  church 
members;  hence  in  the  late  thirties  and  early 
forties  there  was  considerable  talk  of  installing 
an  elevator.  Subscriptions  for  the  project  reached 
approximately  $1,000  in  1942  when  it  was  learned 
that  elevators  were  no  longer  available,  because 
of  the  war.  Later  the  project  wag  discarded  in 


DAVID  GOERZ  (b.  June  2, 
1849;  d.  May  7,  1914).  Served 
as  the  first  pastor  of  the 
Church  from  1897  to  1911. 
Helped  to  organize  the  Bethel 
Deaconess  Hospital,  Bethel 
College  and  Bethel  College 
Church,  and  the  Mennonite 
Mutual  Insurance  Co.  Editor 
of  “Zur  Heimath,”  the  “Col- 
lege Bulletin,”  and  first  busi- 
ness manager  of  Bethel  Col- 
lege. 


C.  H.  WEDEL  (b.  May  12, 
1860;  d.  March  28,  1910).  Stu- 
dent and  author  of  Mennonite 
History  and  First  President 
o$  Bethel  College.  Served  as 
assistant  pastor  from  1897  to 
1910. 


J.  W.  KLIEWER  (b.  June  8, 
1869;  d.  Feb.  9,  1938).  Un- 
tiring Conference  Worker, 
President  of  Bethel  College, 
and  pastor  of  our  Church 
from  1912  to  1925  and  again 
from  1932  to  1935. 


HENRY  A.  FAST  (b.  Oct.  12, 
1894).  Preacher,  Educator, 
Director  of  C.P.S.  and  M.C.C. 
worker.  Our  pastor  from  1925 
to  1930. 
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JACOB  H.  LANGENWALTER 
(Jan.  12,  1877).  Pastor,  Edu- 
cator, and  President  of  Bethel 
College.  Served  as  pastor  of 
our  Church  from  1931-1932 
and  was  in  charge  of  min- 
istry when  he  was  president 
of  the  College  and  has  helped 
out  at  numerous  other  inter- 
vals. 


JESSE  N.  SMUCKER  (b.  Oct. 
30,  1892).  Pastor,  Public 
School  Teacher,  and  Editor 
of  “The  Mennonite.”  Our 
pastor  from  1936  to  1942. 


LESTER  HOSTETLER  (b. 
April  25,  1892).  Pastor,  Co- 
editor of  “Mennonite  Hym- 
nary.”  Pastor  from  1942  to 
1952. 


HAROLD  DULLER  (b.  Dec. 
2,  1922).  Pastor  and  Relief 
Worker.  Pastor  of  the  Bethel 
College  Church  since  1952. 
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favor  of  a church  'building. 

There  had  been  considerable  discussion  of 
a Church  sanctuary  as  far  back  as  the  25th  anni- 
versary; however  not  much  was  done  until  Rev. 
Lester  Hostetler  in  his  annual  report  of  Jan- 
uary 1,  1945,  gave  the  project  the  needed  push. 

He  declared  that  he  felt  that  ”the  time  is  here 
for  Bethel  College  Church  to  have  a home  of  its 
own,  a house  of  the  Lord  dedicated  to  the  worship 
of  God  and  used  for  no  other  purpose.”  He  urged 
that  committees  be  created  to  study  the  questions 
of  site,  architecture,  materials,  relations  to 
the  College,  etc*,  and  that  a church  be  built  as 
soon  as  materials  are  available.  A number  of 
congregational  meetings  followed  on  the  subject 
and  on  July  8,  1945,  the  Congregation  agreed  to 
th©  Goer 2 Hall  site,  declared  that  the  Church 
should  hold  deed  and  title  and  construct  inde- 
pendent of  the  College,  agreed  that  it  should  he 
a complete  plant,  that  is  Church  and  educational 
unit,  with  a large  seating  capacity  to  accommodate 
the  College  students,  in  Gothic  style,  and  that 
it  be  built  or  at  least  contracted  within  5 years 
of  Y~J  day.  The  suggested  cost  was  given  at 
$75>°0©  and  it  was  agreed  that  there  not  be  more 
than  a 15$  debt.  Committees  were  created  heading 
up  in  a Building  Council  with  August  Epp  as  Chair- 
man. 


The  program  was  still  in  the  dream,  or  at 
best  in  the  planning  st§g©,  when  on  January  1, 
1947,  Rev*  Hostetler  declared  that  w though  the 
prospect  for  building  is  still  somewhat  remote... 
we  should  do  all  we  can  to  get  cur  finances  in 
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order. ” Accordingly,  the  monthly  offerings  were 
instituted*  The  total  collections  for  the  Building 
Fund  up  to  December  Jl,  1946  were  $17*223«92»  In 
1947,  however*  with  the  help  of  the  offerings  and 
a more  concerted  drive,  the  total  collected  was 
$29,234*47*  The  idea  of  a Church  sanctuary  had 
taken  hold*  In  1953  the  total  collected  in  cash 
and  donations,  including  labor,  was  $37*53°* 64. 

Ag  of  November  3°»  1953*  $135,016*46  has  been  re- 
ceived for  this  cause* 

The  tremendous  support  given  to  this  project, 
as  indicated  by  the  above  figures,  is  indicative 
of  the  enthusiasm  and  interest  of  our  people* 

Our  Church  building  is  a huge  project,  which 
instead  of  costing  $?5»000  will,  because  of  in- 
flation and  other  reasons,  cost  around  $250,000 
or  more*  Consequently  our  movements  have  been 
slower  and  the  sacrifices  greater  than  had,  ori- 
ginally been  anticipated*  Nevertheless,  the 
Congregation  has  been  willing  to  sacrifice  and 
progress  is  being  made* 

In  addition  to  the  highlights  of  January  1, 
1945  and  July  8,  1945?  already  referred  to,  there 
was  October  26,  1947*  when  Rev*  A*  J*  Dyck, 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Bethel 
College  presented  the  Church,  then  in  the  midst 
of  its  fiftieth  anniversary  celebration,  with  a 
deed  to  the  building  site,  north  of  Goeri  Hall. 
Another  highlight  came  on  August  13,  195®  when 
the  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  church  building. 
On  that  occasion*  Rev.*  J.  H.  Lange nw alter  served 
as  chairman,  and  Prof.  P.  J,  We del,  Rev*  D*  C* 

We del,  and  Dwight  Platt  spoke,  representing  the 
pioneers,  the  working  age,  and  youth,  respectively. 
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On  the  morning  of  October  25*  1953  Congregation 
gathered  for  another  so lemn  occasion  and  laid  the 
cornerstone  for  the  sanctuary. 

It  has  been  evident  that  Cod’ s spirit  has  been 
working  among  us  from  the  very  beginning  of  this 
project « When  in  October  of  the  past  year,  the 
Congregation  was  informed  that  the  Building  Fund 
treasurer  was  in  need  of  at  least  $6,000  to  pay 
for  the  laminated  arches,  the  response  was  over- 
whelming and  $10s3S2«lS  was  contributed*  The 
work  of  the  Men8s  Brotherhood  on  special  jobs, 
including  unloading  lumber  and  brick,  and  the 
contributions  and  sacrifice  of  the  women’s  or- 
ganizations through  their  various  projects,  and 
the  cooperation  of  church  members  and  friends  in 
ways  too  numerous  to  mention,  is  most  gratifying, 
and  is  unthinkable  apart  from  the  Grace  of  God* 

This  fellowship  of  work  and  sacrifice  has  resulted 
in  the  pouring  of  the  basement,  and  at  the  moment 
of  this  writing,  the  near  completion  of  the  shell 
of  the  superstructure,  which  when  completed  will 
permit  us  to  put  on  the  roof  and  the  stuccoed 
gables. 


Trends  and  Contributions 

What  has  happened  during  these  more  than 
fifty  years,  and  in  what  direction  or  directions 
has  the  Church  been  moving  and  what  contributions 
has  it  made?  Some  innovation's  have  already  been 
listed,  but  in  addition  to  these  others  need  to 
be  noted  or  summarized*  First,  there  has  been  a 
trend  in  the  direction  of  independence  from  the 
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College  in  terms  of  pastorate,  constituency,  and 
house  of  worship.  Fortunately,  however,  there 
is  a growing  realization  that  the  emphasis  must 
not  he  on  independence,  as  both  the  Church  and 
the  College  are  striving  for  the  same  goal  and 
that  they  are  linked  together,  in  a spiritual 
partnership,  often  serving  a c ommon  constituency < 

Secondly,  there  is  an  increasing  recognition 
of  the  importance  of  children  and  youth  in  our 
Church*  This  is  exemplified  by  the  children's 
choir,  the  boy  scouts,  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School,  the  nursery,  youth  work  with  Junior  and 
Senior  High  School  students,  Sunday  School,  and 
in  young  people  serving  as  ushers  - a practice 
which  dates  back  more  than  two  decades*  Also 
there  is  a transition  taking  place  in  terms  of 
Church  leadership  with  the  younger  people,  many 
of  whom  are  in  their  thirties,  being  placed  in 
positions  of  responsibility.  As  a Church,  we 
are  slowly  recognizing  that  tie  younger  generation 
must  be  led  into  a personal  and  meaningful  under- 
standing and  acceptance  of  the  Christian  faith. 

This  means  ”Home  Missionary  Work15  in  the  home 
church.  Children  and  young  people  are  the  growing 
edge  of  the  church,  and  they  need  all  of  the  wisdom 
which  the  mature  and  aged  can  furnish  to  prepare 
them  for  the  present  and  future*  Among  us  there 
is  an  increasing  appreciation  that  in  the  sight 
of  God  everybody  is  somebody,  no  matter  what  age, 
or  whence  the  background*  Love  is  the  cohesive 
cement  that  binds  all  in  one  Christian  fellowship. 
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Thirdly,  in  recent  years  there  has  "been  a 
growing  appreciation  and  understanding  of  the 
Mennonite  tradition  and  heritage  as  embodied  in 
such  principles  as  the  ethic  of  love  and  non- 
resistance,  the  concept  of  Christian  disciple- 
ship  and  the  Christ  centered  approach  to  the 
Scriptures*  This  influence  has  been  the  result 
of  such  individuals  as  Prof*  C.  Ho  Wedel,  Dr. 

J.  H.  Langenwalter,  Dr°  E.  Go  Kaufman,  Emmet 
L.  Harshbargeis  and  others  mostly  from  the  College, 
but  including  a number  of  Ministers  of  the  Church 
such  as  Ho  A*  Past,  N,  Smacker,  and  Lester 
Hostetler,  who,  as  students  of  Mennonite  history, 
came  to  appreciate  and  to  share,  each  in  his  own 
way,  the  Christian  truths  for  which  our  fore- 
fathers struggle  do 

Fourthly,  with  the  building  program,  and 
through  the  labors  of  our  deacons,  particularly 
Re  Vo  Jo  Ho  Langenwalter,  there  has  been  a rising 
church  consciousness,  a spiritual  unity,  and  an 
emphasis  upon  Kingdom  opportunities  and  respon- 
sibilities., It  takes  a working  unity  to  do  the 
work  which  Christ  has  left  t©  the  churches,  and 
every  move  in  the  direction  ©f  fellowship  adds  to 
a Church  consciousness  which  seeks  to  understand 
what  the  Head  of  the  Church  had  in  mind  for 
humanity.,  Individual  differences  are  minimized 
as  we  work  shoulder  to  shoulder  on  such  common 
tasks  as  building  a church,  supporting  the  M.  C*  C. 
through  relief,  etc.  The  more  we  live  for  God 
and  for  others,  the  more  truly  will  we  become  one. 

Fifthly,  there  has  been  a growing  emphasis 
on  music  and  ritual  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
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worship  service . The  installation  of  the  altar 
and  cross  and  the  discussions  on  a minister  of 
music  illustrate  this  facto 

Equally  important  with  the  question  of  trends 
is  the  question  of  what  we  have  contributed  to 
our  conference  and  to  tie  world  at  large*  Here 
too,  we  may  note  a number  of  contributions* 

First,  our  Church  has  furnighed  a considerable 
number  of  General  Conference  leaders,  to  gay 
nothing  of  We stern  District  leaders*  Among  this 
group  are  such  individuals  as  G»  H*  We  del,  David 
Goerg,  J.  W.  Klxewer,  C*  E.  Krehbiel,  J=  H» 
Langenwalter,  H*  A*  Fast,  Ed*  G»  Kaufman,  and 
many  others,  too  numerous  to  men t lorn. 

Secondly,  we  have  fhrnighed  for  the  Mennonite 
Central  Committee  and  the  world  at  large  a con- 
siderable number  of  ??  Ambassador  s of  Goodwill* H 
Throughout  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  South 
America,  Europe,  the  Near  East,  and  the  Orient 
our  Church  members  have  served  in  the  ”Iame  of 
Christ”  and  have  endeavored,  in  as  far  as  humanly 
possible,  to  minister  t©  the  needs  of  men* 

Thirdly,  a considerable  number  of  ministers, 
and  gome  missionaries,  have  been  ordained  here,  er- 
got ten  most  of  their  training  from  here,  and  have 
gone  out  from  this  place  to  serve  others,  often 
non-Mennonites*  Their  objective  is  not  so  much 
to  propagate  Mennonitigm,  as  it  is  to  give  witness 
to  the  spirit  and  truth  found  in  Jesus  Christ. 
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Fourthly,  Because  of  our  unique  opportunities 
and  t 1b  leadership  present,  our  Church  has  Been 
able  to  pioneer  in  a number  of  ventures,  such  as 
the  School  of  Peace  and  Missions,  and  to  some 
extent  with  the  Church  library*  The  School  of 
Missions  wag  launched  on  October  22 , 1944  and  was 
to  run  for  six  consecuti  t©  Sunday  evenings.  The 
School  of  Peace  dates  bask  to  October  of  1948, 
although  back  in  1941  there  was  a twelve  week 
course  in  the  Fundamentals  of  Christian  Peace. 

The  materials  of  the  School  of  Peace  are  now  being 
published  by  the  General  Conference  for  use  in  its 
churches. 

Although  there  had  been  a Sunday  School  library, 
the  idea  of  a Church  library  originated  during  World 
War  II,  when  the  Peace  Committee,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Dr»  Melvin  Gingerich,  had  a weekly  display  of 
peace  materials-  Gradually  other  literature  wag 
added  such  as  pamphlets,  promotional  literature 
from  denominational  agencies  and  the  memorial  books 
belonging  to  the  Women9 g Missionary  Society,  etc. 
Because  of  the  interest  shown,  the  Church  Council 
appointed  a Church  Literature  Committee  on  January 
4,  1947,  and  a Church  Librarian  on  January  l6,  1949* 
The  library  now  owns  632  volumes  and  is  used  ex- 
tensively, especially  by  the  children.  Here  too, 
other  churches  have  shown  considerable  interest  in 
the  project. 
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Our  Great  Objective 

Thus  far  we  have  hardly  treated  the  main 
function  of  a Christian  Church-- this  Church— 
which  is  to  kindle  and  nourish  spiritual  growth. 

Growth  in  numbers,  physical  facilities,  or- 
ganisational overhead,  etc. , is  not  enough. 
Budgets,  ritual,  youth  work,  women®  g and  men’s 
organizations  are  merely  aids  to  the  great  ob- 
jective of  redeeming  individuals  and  groups  go 
that  sinful  vessels  of  clay  might  become  sons  and 
daughters  of  God  and  of  Him  whose  name  we  profess- 
Therefore,  we  covet  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
giant  us  a generous  portion  of  His  Holy  Spirit, 
that  individually  and  collectively,  we  may  grow 
in  Hig  grace. 
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APPENDIX  A 

A hist  of  Sunday  School  Superintendents 
of  the  Bethel  College  Church 


Dayid  Goer^ 

from  1398  to  1906 

P.  Jo 

Wedel 

to  1903 

G.  A. 

Haury 

to  1909 

P.  J. 

Wedel 

to  1916 

C.  E. 

Krehbiel 

to  1919 

Ho  H. 

Wiabe 

to  1921 

H.  E* 

Suderman 

to  1924 

G.  A« 

Haury,  Jr* 

to  1926 

Jo  Ko 

Dirks 

to  1923 

I.  Ho 

Ebersola 

to  1932 

J.  Eo 

Linscheid 

to  1933 

A.  Jo 

Hegier 

to  1934 

J 0 Jo 

Siemens 

to  1936 

Ao  J. 

Regier 

to  1933 

August  Epp 

to  1940 

Hast  Regier 

to  1942 

Eldon  Rich 

to  1943 

Adolf  Erie  sen 

t©  1945 

A,  Jo 

Regier  & Ass11 

t.  to  1947 

Eldon 

Graber 

to  - — 

3^ 


APPENDIX  B 


Ordinations 


David  Goers 
J.  F.  Balzer 


September  17,  1899 


C.  E.  Krehbiel 
Karl  Baehr 


May  10,  1914 
December  2,  19^5 
June  21,  1942 


Boy  Henry 


Hugh  Hostetler 
Harold  Buller 
Gordon  Kaufman 


December  4,  1949 
January  15,  1950 
August  10 , 1952 
August  2,  1953 


In  addition  to  those  listed  above,  there  were 
a number  of  others  from  our  Church  who  were  ordained 
in  other  churches,.  Esko  f.  Loewen  was  ordained 
im  Topeka,  Indiana  on  February  27,  1349,  and 
Erwin  C.  Goaring  at  Walton,  Kansas,  on  September 
16,  1951*  Clin  Krehbiel  was  ordained  on  February 
24,  1935  Wichita,  Kansas,  but  had  transferred 
his  membership  prior  to  the  occasion*  Canos 
Theodore  0.  Wedel  was  also  originally  from  this 
church* 

There  have  also  been  a number  of  Bethel  College 
Church  members  who  went  out  as  missionaries*  These 
are  lev.  and  Mrs«  P.  J„  Wiens,  India,  Augusta 
Balzer  Manning,  Africa,  Onieta  Tiahrt  Snmdker, 

India,  lev*  and  Mrs.  W.  0.  Toth,  China  and  Japan, 
and  Hugh  Hostetler  in  the  East  Harlem  Area  of 
Hew  York  City.  In  addition  to  these,  Lenore 
Erie sen  received  most  of  her  training  her®. 

Also  many  other  missionaries,  pastors,  and 
other  church  workers,  too  numerous  to  mention, 
received  much  of  their  inspiration  here  through 
participation  in  the  worship  services,  as  students 
of  the  College. 
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APPENDIX  0 


A list  of  Bethel  Colley  Church  members  who 
served  on  General  Conference  Mennonite  Church 
boards  and  committees,  or  as  other  officers,  from 
1897  to  1953° 


Because  of  the  lack  of  time  and  space,  the 
list  does  not  include  the  names  of  those  who  worked 
on  the  local  level,  that  is  the  level  of  the 
Western  District  Conference. 

In  working  up  this  list,  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  correlate  the  years  of  service  with  actual 
membership  in  our  Church,  and  hence  many  names,  and 
in  some  case®,  offices  held  by  individuals,  were 
eliminated-  Even  go,  the  years  listed  may  not 
always  coincide  with  the  terms  of  office,  but  are 
as  close  as  could  be  ascertained  from  available 
information. 

In  submitting  this  list,  wa  are  conscious  of 
the  unique  position  of  our  Church  in  that  a College 
Church  is  naturally  a place  where  leaders  come  and 
go-  We  also  recognise  that  real  leaders  are  not 
necessarily  those  who  have  been  elected  but  those 
who  are  worth  following  in  things  worthy  of  being 
achieved.  Thu^  there  have  been  counties®  numbers 
of  conscientious  men  and  women  who  have  given  out- 
standing service,  but  whose  names  do  not  appear  on 
the  record.  What  has  been  said  here  also  applies 
to  those  listed  as  w Ambassadors  of  Goodwill59  and  to 
other  lists  given  on  preceding  page®.  We  recognise 
that  there  may  be  gome  inaccuracies  in  this  list, 
unlmown  to  us  at  the  moment,  and  therefore  beg 
mercy  of  our  readers  with  respect  to  detail®. 


Bargen,  Bernhard 

Pub.  Comm . 19  50” 53 

Mennonite  Men,  Sec.,  1950- 

Camp,  Eleanor 

Women0  s Missionary  Assoc. 
Treasurer,  1950- 

Ediger,  Elmer 

Board  of  Christian  SerYiee 
Essee.  Secretary,  1952— 
?igual  Aid©  Comm.  1953““ 

Epp,  August 

Ministers*  Aid  Committee 
Chai rman , 1947=50 
Committee  on  Pensions 
Chairman,  1950- 
Board  of  Trustees  & Finance 
1950- 

Fast,  Henry  A. 

Home  Mission  Bd. , 1929=35 
Field  Secretary,  1936“4l 
Emergency  Belief  Board 

Jo  Chairman,  1941° 47 

Chai  rman , 19  47“  50 

Peace  Committee,  1941 

Exec.  Secretary 

ExecutiY©  Comm.,  1947=53 

Bd.  of  Christian  SerYiee 
Chairman,  1950=53 
?.  Chairman,  1953““ 

Comm,  on  Hospitals  <&  Relief, 
Chai  rman , 19  50== 

Fret^,  J.  W. 

Mutual  Aid  Board 

Secretary,  19 47=53 

Bd.  of  Christian  SerYiee 
Recording  Secretary,  1950 

Gearing,  S«  J. 

Goers,  Da^id 

Gears,  R*  A» 

Goers,  Mrs.  R.  A • 

Graber,  Eldon 

Graber,  Mrs.  Eldon 

Harshbarger,  S.  L» 
Haury,  Go  A.,  Sr. 

Hiebert,  Elis»  Penn ar 
(Mr®.  Wallace) 

Hostetler,  Lester 
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Board  of  Miggiong 

Financial  Sec.,  1950— 

Trustee,  1S97~99: 

Treagurer,  1901=14 
Home  Miss . Bd» , 1897“99 
Emergency  Relief  Committee 
Secretary,  1901=14 
Treasurer,  1905 

Auditing  Comm. , 1914=20 
Emergency  Relief  Committee 
Chairman,  1917~^0 

Women0 s Missionary  Assoc. 
Secretary,  1933“3$ 

Vo  Pragidant,  1938-47 

Business  Comm. f 1950“53 

Secretary,  1953“° 

Vemin&B  Missionary  Assoc  = 
Secretary,  195l~53 

Peace  Comm.  Chm. 9 193§~42 

Home  Mission  Board 
Treasurer,  1914=17 

Young  People5 g Union 
Comm.  Wo  B.  Repr. 9 1935“ 38 

Board  of  Education 
Secretary,  1941=47 
Seminary  Board,  1941-47 


Kauffman,  Bo  G. 

Emergency  Relief  Committee 
financial  Secretary,  19*48 

Kaufman,  Ed*  &. 

Bd^  of  Education,,  1933“ 5^ 
Chairman,  1935=50 

Comm*  on  Doctrine  & Conduct 
1935.41 

Executive  Comm, , 1935“50 
Counselor,  Y.P.  Comm.. 

1934- 3S 

Seminary  Board,  1933“4? 
Intercollo  Comm*  , 1945~5® 

Klassen,  Mrs.  Albert 

Mig®.  News  and  Notes, 

Editor,  1952-- 
W©men8s  Missionary  Ass©. 

Exec.  Council,  1951““ 

Kliawer,  John  Wo 

Bd.  of  Bducati on,  1911-14 
Chairman 

Foreign  Mission  Bd? , 1911=6© 
Chairman,  1920-35 

Federal  Council. Rep, , 1911-14 
Komitee  der  Siehener,  1917=20 
Exec.  Comm,  , 1920-35 

Kraim,  Corneliu® 

Historical  Com®.,  194?~53 
Secretary,  1953““ 

Kretibiel,  G.  E. 

Board  of  Publication,  1920-26 
Field  Sec. , 1923-33 

Exec.  Comm.,  1923=38 

Secretary,  1926~3^ 
Statistician,  1926-29;  1933~3^ 
Placement  Committee 

Secretary,  1933“3^ 
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Krehbiel,  C.E,  (Cont.) 

Church  Unity,  1935~38 

Pre  si dent , 1938-47 

Exec.  Comm.,  1938-47 
Seminary  Board,  1941-45; 
1947-50 

Home  Mission  Board,  1947-50 

Krehbiel,  H.  P. 

Home  Mission  Bd. , 1915-17 
Secretary 

Kreider,  A.  E. 

Foreign  Mission  Board 

Ve  Chairman,  I936-3S 
Church  Unity  Comm. , 1936-38 

Kreider,  Mrs.  A*  E. 

Women’s  Miss-  Assoc. 
Librarian,  1942-44 

Lit.  Comm,,  1942-44 

Lange nwal ter,  J.  H. 

Bdc  of  Educe , 1911-14 
1920-26 

Secretary,  1945-47 

Comm,  on  Conf.  of  Faith 

1920-26 

Leisy,  E.  E. 

Hist.  Comm.,  1947-50 

Loewen,  Esko  W. 

Y.  P.  U.,  Editor,  1947-48 

Moyer,  John  F. 

Program  Comm. , 1926-33 
Business  Comm. , 1933_35 

Fenner,  H«  D. 

President,  1914-17 

For.  Miss.  Bd. , 1917-20 

Regier,  A.  J. 

Bd.  of  Educ. , 1929-33 
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Regier,  Hans  E. 

Mutual  Aid  Bd. , 1947-50 

Regier,  J.  E. 

Trustee,  Sec-,  199-47 

For.  Miss.  Board 

Treas.,  1933-35;  1938-45 

Regier,  J.  M. 

Home  Mission  Board 

Chairman,  19 36-38 

Exec-  Comm.,  1936-38 

Seminary  Bd.,  19 5° "53 

Richert,  D.  H. 

Bd.  of  Educ.,  Treas.,  1914-38 

Riesen,  Henry 

Sanatorium  Comm.  , 1926-35 

Schmidt,  Paul 

Pension  Comm. , 1948 

Smucker,  J . N. 

Seminary  Bd. , 1942 

Suderman,  H.  E. 

Auditing  Comm.,  1914-20 
Trustee,  1935”4l 

Chairman,  1941-47 

Exec.  Comm-  , 1945*47 

Suderman,  J . M. 

Publication  Bd. , 1923-33 
Secretary,  1941-47 

Thierstein,  J.  R. 

Secretary,  1923-26 

Exec.  Comm.,  1923-26;  1935“ 4l 
Pub.  Bd. , 1926-41 

Unruh,  Wm«  F, 

Comm,  on  Evangelism 

Secretary,  195O— 

Voran,  Elizabeth 

Women’s  Missionary  Assoc. 
Secretary,  1938-42 

kl 

Toth,  Mrgo  Wo  C. 
(Asso,  Member) 

Women0  s Missionary  Assoc  * 
Secretary,  1945-50 

Waltner,  Erl and 

Mo  of  Idafe , I95O-53 

To  Chairman,  1953“° 
Seminary  Bd°  9 195°““ 
Adviser,  YoP.Uo,  1950=53 
Como  on  Church,  Home  & 
Comrrruni  t y , 19 53°“ 

W@d@l9  Q°  Ho 

For*  Mission  Board 

Chairman,  1908-10 

Wedel,  Bo  Co 

Emergency  Relief  Board 
Treas« , 19 ^5° 50 

Editorial  Comm= , 1950=53 
Comm,  on  Edac.  Institutions 

1950-53 

Seminary  Board,  1950-53 
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APPENDIX  D 

w Ambassadors  of  Goodwill88 
A list  of  Bethel  College  Church  members 
who  are,  or  hare  been, 
serving  outside  the  United  States 


under  M. 

c.  c. 

Brown,  Boland 

Formosa,  1953“- 

Duller,  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Molzen 

Puerto  Hi co , 1944-46 

Past,  Mr.  & Mr®. 

Henry  A. 

Special  Commissioner 

So.  America,  1939 » 1945 
Europe,  1947,  1950 
European  Belief  Dir. 

1951-53 

Frets,  J.  W. 

South  America,  1951 

Friesen,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
Gerhard 

Meadco,  195^ 

Gaeddert,  Mrs.  Menno 
(Jessie  Brown) 

Europe,  1945-46 

Gearing,  Mrs.  Oswald 
(Elaine  Wedel) 

Paraguay,  2949- 51 

Gearing,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

S.  J.  and  lobert 

Special  Commissioner  to 

Far  East,  1J43-44 
European  Belief  Director 

1944-46 

Goertg,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

P.  s. 

Denmark  & Holland,  1947-48 
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Goerz,  Ba^Ld 

India,  Famine  Relief 

1900  (Relief  before 

Me  Co  Co  wag  organized) 

Har  ghbar  ger , Mr  @ . Eva 

Korea,  1953~“ 

Har  ghbar gar , J ohn 

Austria,  1952— 

Hostetler,  Hugh  S> 

Puerto  Rico,  1944-46 

Hostetler,  Mr*  & Mrs* 
Lester 

Rgrlin,  Germany,  1950^5^ 

Jangen,  Mr*  Is  Mrs*  B*H. 

MaM,c©,  1951— 

Kauffman,  It  C* 

Relief  Commissioner  to 
India,  1944-46 

Kaufman,  Ed*  G* 

Europe,  Summer,  1945 

Klassen,  William 

Germany.,  Pa3£  serrice 

1993- 

Krehbiel,  C°  1* 

Relief  in  Russia,  1$22 

Kreider,  Arnog  E* 

Special  Commissioner  to 
Europe  and  Far  East 

1946-47 

Krei&er,  Robert 

Europe,  Cralog,  1946-48 
European  Relief  Direct®0  , 

1949 

Martens,  Mr  = & Mrs* 

Harry 

Puerto  Rico,  1945-46 

Europe  and  Mexico, ,1952-53 
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Schmidt,  Dr.  & Mrs. 
Herbert  B. 

Woth,  Mrs.  & Mrs.  J.  J. 
Voth,  Wm.  C. 

Waltner,  Erl  and 

Wea ver,  Mrs*  Clyde 
(Katherine  Linscheid) 


South  America 

1942,  1948,  & 1952 

Germany,  1951 
China,  1949 

Special  Peace  Commissioner 
Europe,  Summers  19 5^ > 
1951 

Mexico,  ¥.  S«,  1948-49 


Since  the  above  list  has  been  confined  to 
those  Individuals  serving  outside  of  the  United 
State®,  gped,al  attention  should  be  called  to 
the  fact  that  some  of  our  Chur  eh  members  did  out- 
standing service  in  connection  with  the  M.  G.  G* 
program  within  the  United  States,  particularly 
Henry  A.  Fast  who  served  as  General  Director 
of  the  Civilian  Public  Service  program  from  1941 
to  1943,  and  who  has  been  Tice- Chairman  of  the 
M.  C.  C.  since  1943. 
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j&PPEOTIX  E 
Members  of 

The  First  Baptism  Class 
April  22,  1900 

Emma  E.  Goerz  (Mrs.  H.  J.  Kaufman) 
♦Anna  Green 

Agnes  Isaac  (Mrs-  Thomas  E.  Green) 
♦Anna  Isaac  (Mrs*  Abe  Toews) 

♦Lenora  Koppes  (Mrs.  H.  H. Wilke) 
Olivia  Koppes  (Mrs.  Ira  J.  Wenger) 
Alice  Martin 

Edna  Martin  (Mrs.  J.  P.  Baehr) 
Gatha  Niehol 

Elma  E.  Hath  (Mrs.  Carl  Pfeiffer) 
Ira  J.  Wenger 
♦Sara  C.  Wenger 
John  E.  Wirkler 


♦Deceased 


The  Bethel  College  Church  under  Construction.  This  is  a progress  report  as  of  Feb.  1,  1954. 
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